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in older to induce them to fuse together into a third
group of which Sir Hugh Allan was chairman. The
opposition, at this, accused the Prime Minister of
favouring Sir Hugh Allan from whom, they alleged,
he had received a generous donation to party funds.
A Committee was appointed to investigate this accusa-
tion and the Dominion Parliament passed a Bill
enabling this Committee to examine witnesses on oath.
Lord Dufferin gave his assent to this Bill, but the
Cabinet of Sir John MacDonald decreed that it was
ultra vires. A direct issue was thereby raised between
the Prime Minister and the Governor-General. The
former urged His Excellency to prorogue Parliament
and by so doing to stifle the Committee at birth. The
opposition argued that such action would be favour-
ing the Government in power and urged that the
Governor-General should prolong the life of Parlia-
ment until the Committee had made its report.

This dispute aroused fierce popular passion, and
Lord Dufferin was accused of favouring the party in
power. He was on a tour in Nova Scotia at the time,
but was obliged to return immediately to Ottawa.
His reception, as he passed through Halifax, was cold
in the extreme. On arriving at the capital, he decided
to accord Sir John MacDonald's demand for proro-
gation, but he limited the period of prorogation to
two months. His decision was greeted with groans
and hisses. * I am not sorry/ he wrote to Lord Kim-
berley, the Colonial Secretary,' to have an opportunity
of showing them that, however anxious I may be to
be gracious and civil, I do not care a damn for anyone
when a matter of duty is involved/

That was a noble sentiment; but the real difficulty